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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
22 January 2023      9:00 A.M. 

 

Welcome!   It’s great you’re here because you matter to God.  

You also matter to everyone at St. John’s.  Moved by God’s love 

as seen in Christ Jesus, we want to share the message of God’s 

love with as many people as possible. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

Our children’s activity bags in the entryway have activities that 

can help them.  We love babies in worship too because our 

Savior said, “Let the little children come to me.”  When babies 

want to be loud, the Parent’s Room (just outside our worship 

area) is a good place for them to talk or cry so the rest of the 

worshipers can focus on God’s Word.  Then come back so we 

can all worship together. 

   We think it is wonderful when people want to receive Holy 

Communion, and we long for the day when all believers will be 

able to commune together.  Until then, we intend to follow the 

loving and Biblical teaching that those who commune together 

are to have expressed their unity in faith beforehand.  We are 

eager to explain all our teachings so people can compare them 

with the Bible and, if there is agreement, commune with us after 

that time. 

   We invite you to fill out a ministry card so we can better care 

for you.  You’ll find one on the pew in front of you.  God bless 

your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-Worship Pondering — Martin Opitz 

Arise and shine in splendor; let night to day surrender. 
Your Light is drawing near. 

Above, the day is beaming, in matchless beauty gleaming; 
the glory of the Lord is here. 

Lift up your eyes in wonder — see, nations gather yonder 
from sin to be set free. 

The world has heard your story; your sons come to your glory, 
and daughters haste your light to see. 

 

Divine Service II 
Worship Theme Jesus Shines Forth as Our Divine Leader 
 

Hymn #367 
 

Invocation God’s name and 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and  the sign of the 

of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. cross remind us 

Congregation (speaks): Amen. of our baptism. 
 

Confession of Sins 
P:   Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 

sins, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

for sins of habit and sins of choice, 

for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from Your presence forever.  O 

Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Absolution 
P:   Christ has died!  Christ is risen!  Christ will come                     

again!  In His great mercy, God made us alive in        In John 20:21-23 

Christ,  even when we were dead in our sins.               Christ authorized 

Hear the word of Christ through His called                 the church to use 
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servant:  I forgive you all your sins in the                        the keys on His 

name of the Father and of the Son  and                         behalf.  See also 

of the Holy Spirit.                                                                      Ephesians 2:4-5. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie Eleison) 

The Kyrie is one of the oldest worship responses in the Christian church. 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.                For the well-being of all 

people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C (speaks): Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the spread of Your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that 

all who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our 

prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

P: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the 

hope of heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You.    C:  Amen. 
 

♫♪ The Gloria In Excelsis tune: CW84 

1.  All glory be to God on high! 

   Your name, O Lord, we glorify, 

We praise You for Your peace and grace,  Christians 

   Your favor toward our fallen race.  praise God by 

2.  Our grateful thanks to You we bring,  proclaiming 

   for Your great glory, heavenly King,  the great things 

For all, O Father, You have done  He has done to 

   through Jesus Christ, Your only Son.  rescue us from sin. 

3.  O Lamb of God, to You we pray;  “Glory to God in 

   You take all human sin away.  the Highest” has 

Have mercy, Lord, receive our prayer;  been a Christian 

   from God’s right hand, Your mercy share.  song of worship 
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4.  You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;  since the 

   the Father’s glory You made known.  fourth century. 

We by Your Spirit sing again: 

   “All glory be to God!”  Amen. 

 

The Word 
Salutation  This greeting has deep roots in 
P: The Lord be with you.  Christian worship.  It marks the 

C: And also with you. beginning of ‘the Word’ section. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Father in heaven, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your kingdom and 

to teach with authority as our Divine Leader.  Make us willing to 

follow Your Son wherever He leads us, as laid out in Your Word, so 

that Jesus may always shine forth through our actions, attitudes, 

and words,  

C:  since He is Your Son, our Lord, and He lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 8:19 – 9:2 
19When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who 

whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God?  

Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20To the law and 

to the testimony!  If they do not speak according to this word, 

they have no light of dawn. 21Distressed and hungry, they will 

roam through the land; when they are famished, they will 

become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king 

and their God. 22Then they will look toward the earth and see 

only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be 

thrust into utter darkness.  9:1Nevertheless, there will be no 

more gloom for those who were in distress.  In the past he 

humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 

the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of 
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the sea, along the Jordan— 2The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 

shadow of death a light has dawned. 3You have enlarged the 

nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as 

people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the 

plunder. 4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have 

shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

P: Your Word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 

C: Your faithfulness continues through all 

generations. (Psalm 119:89-90 
 

Verse of the Day John 8:12 

P:  Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.  

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the 

light of life.”  Alleluia! 

 
 

Epistle Lesson 1 John 2:3-11 
3We know that we have come to know him if we obey his 
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commands. 4The man who says, “I know him,” but does not 

do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
5But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made 

complete in him.  This is how we know we are in him: 
6Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 7Dear 

friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, 

which you have had since the beginning.  This old command 

is the message you have heard. 8Yet I am writing you a new 

command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the 

darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 
9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is 

still in the darkness. 10Whoever loves his brother lives in the 

light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 11But 

whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around 

in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because 

the darkness has blinded him. 

P: You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C (speaks): Thanks be to God! 
 

Hymn of the Day  #453 (stanzas 1-3) 

 

Sermon Matthew 4:12-23 
12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he 

returned to Galilee. 13Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in 

Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and 

Naphtali— 14to fulfill what was said through the prophet 

Isaiah: 15“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to 

the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16the people 

living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 

land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 17From that 

time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 
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Andrew.  They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 

fishermen. 19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make 

you fishers of men.” 20At once they left their nets and followed 

him. 21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John.  They were in a boat with 

their father Zebedee, preparing their nets.  Jesus called them, 
22and immediately they left the boat and their father and 

followed him. 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, 

and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 

Our Light Shines Bright 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Many of our members give to the Lord electronically or once a month.  
So we now gather our offering as we enter the worship area.  It is also 
acceptable to place an offering into the plate on the way out of the 
worship area.  Guests are always welcome here without obligation. 

 

 As God’s forgiven people… 

We Bring a Thank Offering  Hymn #92* 
Even my ability to give generously comes from my generous God. 

3. Shall we not yield Him in costly devotion 
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rarest of fragrances, tribute divine, 
gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

A note about Holy Communion to all communicants: Members of 

our sister churches in the WELS & ELS are welcome to participate 

with members of St. John’s.  Follow the directions of the ushers to the 

communion rail.  If you prefer an individual cup or a gluten-free 

wafer, pick these up from the tray as you come to the communion rail.  

You may kneel as directed or remain standing.  Receive the bread in 

your hand.  If you drink from the common cup, take hold of the 

bottom of the chalice (or the stem but not the rim) and guide the cup 

to your mouth.  If you took an individual cup, please hold it until the 

pastor comes by with the common cup: then each communicant will 

hear the words of the Sacrament as s/he drinks.  Baskets for the 

individual cups are on the short stands as you return to your place. 

 

The Sacrament 

Preface  This greeting with deep roots in 
P: The Lord be with you.  Christian worship also marks the 

C: And also with you.  beginning of ‘the Sacrament’ section. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  The three responses of  

C: We lift them up to the Lord.  the Preface are probably 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  the oldest in the 

C: It is good and right so to do.  Christian liturgy. 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 

give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came as the Light of the 

world so that the world may have light and life through Him.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

♫♪ Holy, Holy, Holy (The Sanctus)  tune: CW78 
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“Sanctus” means “holy.”  Possibly sung as early as the second century, the content 
of this canticle was in wide use in Christian services by the fourteenth century. 

1. O holy, holy, holy   Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven   in countless ways recite. 

Hosanna!  Come and save us,   Lord God of hosts on high, 

and in Your grace and mercy   receive our fervent cry. 

2. Hosanna in the highest!   How truly blest is He 

who in God’s name is coming   to set His people free! 

He comes to bring salvation   and with His blood outpoured, 

deliver from sin’s bondage—Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank 

You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great 

acts of love through which He has ransomed us from sin, death, and 

the devil’s power.  By His incarnation, He became one with us.  By 

His perfect life, He fulfilled Your holy will.  By His innocent death, 

He overcame sin, death, and hell for us.  By His rising from the 

grave, He assured our resurrection.  Invited by Your grace and 

instructed by Your Word, we approach Your table with repentant and 

joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood. 

C: Preserve us in the true faith until we feast with Him and all 

His ransomed people in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us, And lead us not into temptation, But 

deliver us from evil.   

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread.  
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And when He had … 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C:  Amen. 
 

Lamb of God (The Agnus Dei) 
Jesus is the Lamb (Agnus) of God (Dei) who was sacrificed for sin once for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution  

Distribution Hymns  #310 (stanzas 1-5),  

#453 (stanzas 4-5),    #499,   #569   #90 

The Song of Simeon may also be sung during 
distribution if communicants are still being served. 

 

♫♪ Song of Simeon (The Nunc Dimittis)  tune: CW78 
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“Nunc dimittis” means “now dismiss.”  Through God’s Word, and again through the 
Sacrament, we have seen Jesus the Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and 
comfort through faith in the Savior. 

1. O Lord, now let Your servant  depart in peace, assured, 

for I have seen Your promised  incarnate, saving Word— 
the Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

the brilliant, crowning Glory of those in Israel. 

2. All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son, 

all glory to the Spirit, forever Three in One; 

for as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be, 

God’s triune name resounding through all eternity. 
 

Thanksgiving 
P: We give You thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

that You gave us today in Your Word and again in Your Sacrament.  

Through these means of grace You have fed our faith, nourished our 

hope, and strengthened our love.  By Your Spirit help us to live as 

Your holy people until that day when You will receive us as Your 

guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C:  Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with His favor 

and grant you His  peace.      
C:  Amen. 
 

Acknowledgements 
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 International Bible Society.  Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

CWS: Divine Service II.  “Gloria in Excelsis,” “Sanctus,” and “Nunc Dimittis” text © 2006 Stephen 

Starke, Concordia Publishing House.   “Alleluia Verse” and “Agnus Dei,” music © 2005 Dale 

Witte, Northwestern Publishing House.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710356. 

Pre-Worship Pondering – “Arise and Shine in Splendor” from CW #81, original German words 

by Martin Opitz, abr., tr. by Gerhand Gieschen, alt. © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net (#A-710356). 



Page 12 

Thank offering hymn stanza – “Shall We Not Yield Him,” from CW #92, words by Reginald 

Heber.  In the public domain. 

 

Memory Verse of the Month Luke 13:7-9 

“For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on 

this fig tree and haven’t found any.  Cut it down!  Why 

should it use up the soil?”  “Sir,” the man replied, “leave it 

alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 
it.  If it bears fruit next year, fine!  If not, then cut it down.” 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
January 22, 2023 

 

Minister: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Pianist: Sandi Rodman                        Audiovisual Tech: Chris Fischer 
Communion/Flower Cte for January:  Marilee Hinck, Mary Hoops 
January 22 Ushers: Dave Balow & Gary Lichtblau 
January 29 Ushers: Dan & Sheila Kehren 
Teachers in our LES 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK-4, Director 
 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 Miss Allison Hofland, PK-3 
 Mrs. Katie Majerus, Gr. 1-2 Miss Michelle Yotter, Gr. K 
Sunday School Teachers     Dawn Balow, Jennifer Ellison, Kristi Gross,          

Philip Harteneck, Seth Harteneck, Brittany Huneke, Marcus Huneke 
Youth Bible Teachers     Stephanie Knudsen, Jolayne Johnson 
 

ENROLL PRESCHOOL CHILDREN NOW.   We are preparing for our 2023-
2024 school year and starting our Pre-K registration for our fall classes!  

Classes will be filled on a first come, first serve basis.  We are able to 
have a maximum of 14 Pre-K3 students and 18 Pre-K4 students.  
Families currently in our program, as well as members of St. John's 
Lutheran Church, may register between now and Friday, January 27th.  
In order to hold your spot, please email Mrs. Fischer.  Full registration 

paperwork will then be sent to you to complete the enrollment 
process.  Additionally, we require a $100 non-refundable registration 
fee.  This will be billed out and paid through Brightwheel or via 
check/cash.  On Monday, February 6th, we will open enrollment to 
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the public.  Once the classes are full, additional students will be put 
on a waiting list.  We look forward to serving your family! 
 

Opportunities for Learning, Serving and Spending Time Together 

January 22, 2023 – January 29, 2023 

Today 
  8:55 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 

  9:00 AM  Worship w/ Communion 

10:15 AM  Bible studies for all ages 

10:35 AM  Rebroadcast of 9 AM 
service on ch 18 or 13 

 

Monday – No School 
  1:15 PM  Bluffs Communion 
  2:15 PM  High Street House 
  3:00 PM  Pepin Plaza 
  6:30 PM  W.E.B.S. 
 

Tuesday 
  8:00 AM  Pastor at Conference in 

Goodhue 
 

Wednesday 
  8:40 AM  Chapel—all welcome 
  9:30 AM  G.R.O.W. 

  3:30 PM  Catechism Bible Study 

Wednesday—cont. 
  4:30 PM  BB StJ hosts Red Wing 

—all welcome in our gym 
  7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal 
  7:00 PM  Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service on ch 18 or 13 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
  6:30 PM  Living History 
 

Saturday 
 

 Sunday—CFS Sunday 
  8:25 AM  Usher unlocks doors 

  8:55 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 

  9:00 AM  Worship  
10:15 AM  Bible studies for all ages 

10:35 AM  Rebroadcast of 9 AM 
service on ch 18 or 13 

 

VOTERS MEETING minutes are available for you to pick up on the 
on table near the historic panels.  You can also pick up printed 
copies of the quarterly report. 
 

If you and your group would like to provide one of the LENTEN 
SUPPERS between our 3:30 and our 7:00 services, the sign-up 
sheet is on the information counter near the church office. 
 

Memorials: Shirley Breuer: $25 Choir 
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The next two Sundays are special Sundays at St. John’s.  See 
next page. 
 

JANUARY 29 is CFS SUNDAY   Pastor Cordes will lead the 
liturgy and Pastor Jim Mattek will preach one of his excellent 
sermons.  He’ll have a two-minute announcement after 
worship, and then he’ll lead our Sunday morning Bible study.  
Pastor Mattek has a heart for those who are hurting, and he 
knows how much God’s Word can help people heal.  It is very 
hard to book Pastor Mattek for a CFS Sunday.  Our January 
Last Sunday Offering is designated for CFS. 

WHAT IS CFS?  Christian Family Solutions is one of St. 
John’s ministry partners.  We both hold to the same teachings 
of the Bible, and we work to stay in step with each other.  We 
have a CFS counselor who serves the families of our school 
with Christian counseling.  There is a stack of “Healing & 
Helping” updates on the Info Counter.  You’ll also find a stack 
of pre-pain CFS envelopes for those who would like to 
support CFS directly. 
 
FEBRUARY 5 is MUSIC SUNDAY.   The CROIXALIERS are 
coming!  Pastor David Huebner of St. Croix Lutheran Academy 
returns to St. John for another excellent service.  He is 
bringing the school’s traveling choir, the Croixaliers, who will 
provide us with worship music.  We invited the Croixaliers 
because St. Croix and St. John’s enjoy agreement in the 
teachings of the Bible—St. Croix is a ministry partner.  St. 
John’s high school students are eligible to attend St. Croix.  
It’s a great way to stay connected to Jesus after confirmation.  
An offering will be gathered at the door on our way out of 
worship on Feb 5 to thank the Croixaliers and help support 
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their singing work.  We are letting you know so you may 
prepare your gift, if you are so moved. 
 

Some of the Ways We Fed our Faith 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance – 201 
plus all who watch the worship video or read the worship materials 

Sunday Bible Class  – 37       Sunday Teen Bible Class – 3 
Sunday School  – 13       GROW - 13 

 
IMPROVE OUR CHURCH Workshop.  Find the St. John’s sign-
up sheet on the Info Counter.  Give/leave your payment with 
the church office (use an envelope, label it clearly).  The early 

bird rate of $30 expires at the end of January. 

All WELS members are invited to attend the Minnesota District 
“Improve Our Church” Workshop on Saturday, February 25, from 
9 am to 3:30 pm.  This event is for any members who love serving 
the Lord or are looking for personal inspiration or for new ministry 
ideas or for encouragement to keep giving themselves fully to the 
Lord (1 Cor 15:58). 

This year’s keynote presenter will be Pastor Donn Dobberstein, 
WELS Director of Discipleship.  He will talk about how to "Make 
Church Membership Meaningful Again."  Here his preview: 

Covid exposed no end to reasons why people are not deeply 
invested in their church family.  Fewer members have 
returned to regular worship.  Other members have gone 
missing completely.  Is our culture now afraid of commitment?  
What is getting in the way of people’s return?  Our hearts 
ache.  We miss them.  Let’s double down on the privileges and 
responsibilities of church membership and clearly 
communicate to our members, “Welcome to your church.  
God is here.  You belong here.” 
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After this keynote, participants will attend one of six workshop 
topics they have chosen.  For a detailed look at those workshops, 
go to mnworkshop.com. 
 

https://welsmn.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f437c7c11a1eef54b7cd9c5a&id=7069b6cbf6&e=4c38fc8164
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